
Reading 2:1-20 25 December 2020

Favour

In this part of the story the birth of Jesus we find the word 

favour. It is when the shepherds, the lowest group in society 

(maybe we could compare them to a group a homeless 

people gathered outside of Canterbury) were surprised by an

Angel telling them the Good News of the birth of Jesus. 

Saying that this is a great joy for all the people, as Jesus is the

Saviour, the Christ or Messiah, the anointed one, the special 

one. The Lord. 

And then heaven cannot contain itself and the choir of 

angels burst forth in song: Glory to God in the highest, and 

on earth peace to men on whom his favour rest.

Highly favoured!

And here we have the word favour again. We saw earlier that

Mary was favoured by God, twice:

• Luke 1:28 “The angel went to her and said, ‘Greetings, 

you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you.’”

• Luke 1:30b ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found 

favour with God.’

We looked at this last week in Sandwich and we discovered 

that Mary was highly favoured because she obeyed God: “‘I 



am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered. ‘May your word to 

me be fulfilled.’” (Luke 38: ). Because she knew that by 

obeying God it would dramatically change her life: her 

relationship with Joseph, her parents, her standing in society

and the suffering she accepts in order to fulfil God’s plans.  

And we find her here in Bethlehem, far away from her family 

and friends, as the census may have given them the 

opportunity to give birth to Jesus in relative annonymity.

 Shepherds

And then the Shepherds are favoured by being invited to the 

birthplace of the greatest man on Earth who is also God. But 

would they be welcome, as they are a despised group in the 

society? The angel said that Jesus can be found as a normal 

baby, in swaddling clothes (normal for that time to put 

around a newborn) and at a normal house (in those days 

most houses had a stable attached to the house for warmth 

and practicality, as most common people would have shared 

their space with their animals. The only thing that is special 

is that he would lie in a manger. 

 

But despite that concern, they still went and obeyed God.  

They went and they saw and they spoke about Jesus to all 

the people. 



They were favoured by God, even though they were not 

favoured by mankind, and lived a poor life, often shunned 

like thieves. God favours those who suffer, are poor and in 

pain. God favours those who know what it means to be 

slaves or servants and are therefore happy to be servants to 

God and do what he asks. Even if it is difficult, hard and life 

changing. Like the Shepherds, like Mary, who also had to 

sacrifice her life in a way to be the mother of Jesus. 

Like Jesus himself! He sacrificed his life – as the Son of God 

he could have it all. But as Paul says in Philippians 2:6-8 

about Jesus: 

6 Who, being in very nature God,

did not consider equality with God something to be 

used to his own advantage;
7 rather, he made himself nothing

by taking the very nature of a servant,

being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man,

he humbled himself

by becoming obedient to death —

even death on a cross!

And then... 



9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place

and gave him the name that is above every name,
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is 

Lord,

to the glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:9-11

Jesus is highly favoured by God because he obeyed God, 

Mary was highly favoured by God, because she obeyed God 

and the shepherds were favoured by God as they obeyed 

him too. And we are favoured by God if we obey him, even if 

this cost us much and may change our lives. 

But as we obey God the words that the the angels sang 

become true: 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,

    and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rest

As by obeying God we glorify him and in return his favour 

rests on us and we live in God’s peace.

Shalom!


