
  

 

The Great Commission & 
Role of the Holy Spirit

1

The Great Commission

 Matthew 28:18-20
 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptising them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything 
I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.’
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Jesus promises the Holy Spirit (1)

 49 ’I am going to send you what my Father 
has promised; but stay in the city until you 
have been clothed with power from on 
high.’ Luke 24:46-49
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Jesus promises the Holy Spirit (2)

  5 ’For John baptised with water, but in a few 
days you will be baptised with the Holy 
Spirit.’  Acts 1:4-5
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Jesus promises the Holy Spirit (3)

  But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ Acts 
1:6-8
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Jesus promises the Holy Spirit (3)

  But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ Acts 
1:6-8
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Jesus also needed to receive the Holy 
Spirit

16 As soon as Jesus 
was baptised, he 
went up out of the 
water. At that 
moment heaven was 
opened, and he saw 
the Spirit of God 
descending like a 
dove and alighting on 
him. Matthew 3:13-16
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Only then began Jesus to preach and heal people

Work of the Spirit: New Birth
 = Justifies us N
“I tell you the truth, no-one can enter the 
kingdom of God unless he is born of 
water and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to 
flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.”
John 3:5-6



  

 

Work of the Spirit: Sanctify us: make 
us more like Jesus

 The fruit of the Spirit 
allowed the disciples to 
receive the character of 
Jesus Christ.  

 But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-
control. 
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 Gal 5:22-23

S Work of the Spirit: Empowers us

 The manifestations and gifts of the Holy 
Spirit demonstrated the power and authority 
of Jesus Christ.  
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Work of the Holy Spirit: Fellowship

11

W
Communion

 Fellowship with 
the Father

 Fellowship with 
one-another

“…we, who are many, are one 
body, for we all partake of the 
one loaf.”

1 Corinthians 10:17

The Holy Spirit – how does he work?

New Birth = Salvation

We
( unites )

Sanctifies = Fruit

Empowers 
(=Gifts)



  

 

Work of the Holy Spirit: 
Empowerment
 The first Christians were empowered by the 

Holy Spirit to fulfil the Great Commission

13Leader of the early Church MissionaryEvangelist

Work of the Holy Spirit: 
Empowerment

 The promise of the Holy Spirit is for all 
Christians to fulfil the Great Commission.

 38 Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptised, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for 
you and your children and for all who are far 
off – for all whom the Lord our God will call.’ 

Acts 2:38-39
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Witnessing to Jesus Christ is just 
as impossible for us

without the Holy Spirit

as it was impossible for the first 
disciples

The Great Commission becomes 
Mission Possible

A mission that includes each 

of us for the Glory of God!

with the Holy Spirit whom Jesus 
has sent


