
Growing in Receiving



The Journey So Far

1) The Great Commission & The Holy Spirit

2) Our Worldview

3) The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament

4) The Holy Spirit and Jesus

5) The Four Basic Works of the Holy Spirit

6) Two ways of being filled by the Holy Spirit

7) Baptism by the Holy Spirit



Jesus

“The man on whom you see the 
Spirit come down and remain is he 
who will baptise with the Holy 
Spirit.”

John 1:33

 ‘Baptise’ refers to an initial 
immersion into the Spirit’s 
empowering work



 Being filled with the Holy Spirit is 
about a dynamic relationship

If you are a Christian, you already have 
the Spirit dwelling within you. 

Being ‘filled’ / ‘baptised’ with the 
Spirit…

 Does not mean getting more of the Holy 
Spirit

 Does mean letting the Holy Spirit have 
more of you.



Baptism with the Spirit is immersion into 
the empowerment from the Spirit

The Spirit of God…
fell upon / came upon / moved etc.

…name of the person…
and he / she

…empowered speech / sight etc.

The Spirit of God…
fell upon / came upon / moved etc.

…name of the person…
and he / she

…empowered speech / sight etc.



Being filled with the Holy Spirit is 
about a dynamic relationship

“Fill me fuller, Holy Spirit.  
I do not know what 
baptism with the Spirit is, 
but I am open to whatever 
you would do in my life.”

Andy Buchanan 



 Being filled with the Holy Spirit 
is about a dynamic relationship

“…falling upon…”
“And he arose, and came to his father. But 
when he was yet a great way off, his father 
saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and 
fell on his neck, and kissed him”

Luke 15:20

 A personal embrace from God that 
empowers us and move us to action.



The nature of the Holy Spirit’s power

 Rooted in a relationship with Jesus Christ

 Available for every Christian without distinction

 Being filled should be a repeated occurrence
(‘Baptism’ is simply the first occurrence)

 It is a gift (not a reward of any kind)

 For equipping and edifying the church

 There is great diversity of gifting & experience

 Our eyes are opened to spiritual reality - our narrow 
worldview is broadened to see God’s perspective



Receiving and growing in the 
power of the Holy Spirit

There is
NO FORMULA

God is not a slot-machine !



How do we grow in receiving the 
empowerment of the Spirit ?
How can we step into this waterfall of grace-equipping ?



The quick summary !

Soon, out of great spiritual hunger 
and need, I prayed a prayer like 
this, “Fill me fuller Holy Spirit.  I do 
not know what baptism with the 
Spirit is, but I am open to whatever 
you would do in my life.”

Andy Buchanan 



Thirst for intimacy with God

If anyone is thirsty, let him 
come to me and drink.

John 7:37

 Arises out of a profound 
awareness of our 
inadequacy to do the 
works of God in our own 
strength



Expectancy that God can
and will act

“…him who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine, according 
to his power that is at work within us…”

Ephesians 3:20

 Read – Acts & Revivals
 Visit – where the Spirit is working



Repentance

 Choice to walk 
away from sins 
and into the light.

 Repent = 
“Metanoia” = 

 Turn around

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his 
Son, purifies us from all sin.”

1 John 1:7



Surrender to the sovereignty 
of Jesus Christ

“If anyone would come after me, he 
must deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me.”

Matthew 16:24

eg:
 Renounce the occult
 Abandon pride in own 

capabilities
 Surrender our will, agenda, 

desires, ambitions, future...



Ask

“So I say to you: Ask and it will be 
given to you; seek and you will find; 
knock and the door will be opened 
to you.”

Luke 11:9

 Ask in prayer
 With laying-on of hands?



Receive in faith

 Not feelings or 
emotions, but 
God’s faithfulness 
to His promises!

“Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, 
believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.”

Mark 11:24



Obey the Holy Spirit

“‘Come,’ he said. Then Peter got 
down out of the boat, walked on the 
water and came towards Jesus.”

Matthew 14:29

 Prophesy, witness, give, 
pray, heal, serve….



Summary

 Thirst for intimacy with God

 Expect that God can and will act

 Repent

 Surrender to the sovereignty of Jesus Christ

 Ask

 Receive in faith

 Act in obedience to the Holy Spirit




