
  

Paraclete

In John’s Gospel Farewell’s Discourse



  

Paraclete
● Is a synonym in John’s Gospel of the Holy Spirit
● Describing certain aspects of the Holy Spirit
● Not so much of the empowerment of the Spirit
● But of a representation of Jesus



  

John 14:16-17 
16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another advocate to help you and be with you 
forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot 
accept him, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with 
you and will be in you. 



  

John 14:26
26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you all 
things and will remind you of everything I have 
said to you.



  

John 15:26
26 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will 
send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth 
who goes out from the Father—he will testify 
about me.



  

John 16:7-11
7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am 
going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When 
he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong 
about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 about 
sin, because people do not believe in me; 10 about 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father, 
where you can see me no longer; 11 and about 
judgment, because the prince of this world now stands 
condemned



  

John 16:12-15
12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can 
now bear. 13 But when he [the Paraclete], the Spirit of 
truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will 
not speak on his own; he will speak only what he 
hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He 
will glorify me because it is from me that he will 
receive what he will make known to you. 15 All that 
belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the 
Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to 
you.”



  

Translations of the 
Paraclete in English

● Advocate (NRSV, NIV, NLT)
● Comforter (KJV)
● Helper (ESV)
● Friend (The Message)



  

Other translations
● Wider meanings in Greek: witness, spokesman, 

counsellor, consoler, teacher, guide
● Paraclete is passive from of para/kalein:

“One called alongside to help”



  

Parallels Jesus and Paraclete
First parallel: the way that both Jesus and the Paraclete 
have come or will come:
– Both have come forth from the Father 

● (Jesus 8:42 / Paraclete 15:26), 

– Both been given by the Father 
● (the Paraclete at Jesus’ request) (Paraclete: 14:26 / Jesus: 3:16), 

– Both have been sent by the Father 
● (Spirit: 14:26 / Jesus: 3:17), 

– The Paraclete will be sent in Jesus’ name (14:26), as Jesus 
was sent in the Father’s name (5:43). 



  

Paraclete

Parallels between Jesus and Paraclete



  

Parallels Jesus and Paraclete

Second parallel: Jesus and the Paraclete are 
identified in a similar way: 
– as “another Paraclete”, implying that Jesus was the 

first Paraclete (14:16), 
– as the Spirit of Truth (16:17) and Jesus being the 

Truth (14:6), 
– as the Holy Spirit (14:26) and Jesus being the Holy 

One of God (6:69). 



  

Parallels Jesus and Paraclete

Third parallel: the roles of Jesus and the 
Paraclete in regards to the Disciples: 
– The Paraclete remains within the Disciples (14:17) 

as Jesus remains in and with them (14:20), 
– The Paraclete guides the disciples into all the truth 

(16:16) as Jesus is the way and the truth (14:6)
–  The Paraclete glorifies Jesus (16:14), as Jesus 

glorifies the Father (14:13).



  

Parallels Jesus and Paraclete

Fourth parallel: similarity in the roles of Jesus 
and the Paraclete in regards to the world: 
– The world cannot accept the Paraclete (14:17), as 

not all men can accept Jesus (5:43)
– The world does not know or recognise the 

Paraclete (14:7), as people do not or choose not to 
know Jesus (16:3)

– The Paraclete will bear witness to the world (15:26) 
as Jesus bears witness against the world (7:7)



  

Raymond Brown:

the Paraclete is the presence of Jesus when 

Jesus is physically absent”

 Jesus’ statement: “I am coming to you” (14:18) is another 

expression of this relationship. 
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